" @. §. Bwendsen, Chairman, State Board of Control: I do not need o say
that We are happy fo be here today as the gueats of Docter and Mrs. Fulion.
You wil) recall that at pur lagt mesting we decided to have the quarterly
conference st Owatonna. However, we changed our plape. Instead of golng
to Owatohna we decided to come o Rod Wing for the reason that Mr. Mer-
rill i having a short vacation and It wag rather inconvenient for him to
come homse for this particnlar purpose. _

The quarterly confereuce has been heid at thia jnatitution & good many
times. T think it has been about aix years since we were last here. We
have always enjoyed coming to Red Wing. The scenery here 13 most pic-
turesgue. The lpcation of this institution iz perhaps more besutiful than that
of any other of the institutions of this state or a good many other states.

M i rather a gloomy day. We all wish we might have had some sun-
shine, but T hope that we have sunsine in our hearte.

We ara golng to have a good mesting, [ am sure. Mpst of the super-
intendents and our friends are here, and wa are golng to make the best of it

1 am sorry to stete that Mr. Flynn, the director of elementary schoofs,
could not be here today. He had a very legitimate excuse for n-t comin~.

W are very happy to have.a gentleman to take Mr. Flynn’s place. Dr.
Julius Boraas, professor of education at St. Olat College, who is to spaak to
us, 1s a member of the State Board of Education. Y am sure ha knows Red
Wing and Goodhue county very well because once upon n time he waz,coun-
ty superintendent of schools here. We are glad to ask Dr. Boraas to speak
{0 U8 OW.

B-MTE-INE

MODERN TRENDS IN EDUCATION OF INTEREST TO INSTITUTION
SCHOOLS

Pr. Julius Boraas
8t. Olat College, Northfield, Minnesote

Wse in Minnescta have prided ourselves on the fact that the educational

- gystem is arranged like a highway, open from the kindergarien on through

the olementary schools, through high school, and through the University.
‘We have prided ourselves on the fact that it is an open highway for all the
hoys gnd girls of the state, without price and without any particalar dif-
ficulties, - As one examines this highway he discovers many chances for
arifting away from ft. : .

Poverty makes g good many youngsters get off the hizhway. They start
goiting off at the alxth, geventh and eighth grades, all along the way. Only
about eighty per cent of those who enter the city schools flnish the eighth
grade, Ouly sixty per cent of those who enter the rurel schools finlsh the
elghth grade. And then through the high achopl, the cotlege, tha unlversity
and profesaional schools, a great many get off the educational highway.

I have sometimes thought we ought 6 eelebrate a bit where somebedy
has parked along the way. We have thought it so desirable for everybody to
continue all along to the end of the various parts of the highway that we
bave rejoiced with them oniy. At the end of the eighth grade, we celehrate.
At the ond of the twellth grade, we celebrate. At the end of the sixteenth
grade we celebrate. Those who leave the highway between those stations
do not recelve any glory. They cught to hava g little testimontal, g luncheon
or somethipg ltke that.

- There are other reasons for leaving the highway. Some of the children
hecome orphans, and are entirely without subsistence, They go to Owatonna.
8o thera fa one of the stapges along the road where those who are too poor,
who have nobody to look after them, leave the highway.

Then there are goms who do not seem to be able to stear their conrse.
We give them mental tests, and they go to the School tor Feeble-Minded,
Of course we have classes for the near feebieminded in some of the larger
¢ity schools, apd itry to keep them along with other pupils. _

Some children have other allments, Some do not want to behave them-
selves. So the boys come down here and the girls go elsewhere In the state,
and are taken care of in that way. ’

Some are crippled. They are eent to zpecial institutions.

One of the things we have taken up 18 the re-education of disabied per-
sons. They are sdults. If anybody breaks an arm or & leg or receives some
other injury, we iook after tham a little bit. '

. As 1 was ceunty superintendent for eleven years, I have beon very much

interested o country children. At that time there were many schools In
QGoodhue county where the children did not have a chance to finish the
aighth grade.
* 1 recall gne school which was quitstandingly different, At that timse,
more than twenty years sgo, practically every chlld who entersd this school
Andshed the elghth grade and many went to high™school in Zumbrota or in
Bed Wing, and continved thers until they had finished tha course.




When I think of the opportunity whith some of the children hed of fin-
ishing at Jesst the firet eight years of school, and then think of others whe
had RO OppIFtunity to do so, I see that there was 2 highwey of a sort, but it
was not' accsssible to all the children on apything like equal terms, .

Now we bave improved conditions for the children in Tural s«t:hools
About sixty per cent finfsh the elghth grade, about the same number that
finighed in the city schools when I “‘was county superintendent. A little bet-
ter than sighty per cent finlsh the eighth grada.in the city schools, Of course
back of this lles the fact that the couniry childrer do pot go to scheol as
Mineh as the ¢ty children. There is more than a month's diffprellce in. actual
alténdance, - When one takes away . a month of schooling from a child yesr
ufier year-he dosa not expect that child to make the progress that eould be
made 1f Ns Ware not deprived of that time. it iz a wonder to me th;st the
rural children have made as much pr.gress as they bave,

- Another thing about which we think a good deal js the training ot t.he
rural teachers, which is not what it is for the city teachers. .The {ypicat
country teacher in Minnesots has had one year of training heyond ihe high
school, & very good yesr of tralnlng; but the typleal: teacher of the sle;
mentary grade in ths clt.y has had. two yeara in Teachers! College heyond the
high-sehool.

~~Now, considering thess two thmgs the teacher of th.e country school
with ‘one year's less training than the city teacher haa, and the country
cliftd ‘with Ave weoehks' less tralning every year than the city child has, does
the conniry childd have au equal apportunity with the city child? . It would
riot seam that the country child has an equal opporiunity with the- city child
unlessy the country child learns 2 great deal out of school that the city child
does not, ¥ £m willing to admit that maybe he does. There ia a statement
tn @reen Pastures, as you who have read it know, to the effect that the Lord
expects ug to fligurs out some things for ourselves. I bellave country children
learn to figure out certaln things for themselves. If & country hoy-is given
a teaft of horses and !s sent out into the field where-thera s nebody to di-
rect or snparviae him, be must figure out a nimber of things for himseif.

" wag edunty supérintendent here for elovan vears, and 1 met many fine
sehool hoard members, “They were nearly.sll men. I do not bslieve there
ware more- that half-a-dozen womed on the 160 school boards. That-was not
thie wa¥ it 'should have been, but I could not-do maything about it, .and the
wotitén did not do anything about it, although they coild have i they ha.d.
w-a.nted to, for thiey-had the right to vote at schoo! elactions.

‘Fhere are some schools in this stata today that pay not cne mill: ct ane—
clal Heligol ta®; soma that pay over 104 mills, That is an enormous differenes.

‘When I was county superintendent, there was -3 #chool dizstrict about
seven miles from heré. The land was very podr, nothing but hills. - We who
wibe ‘Brouglit up on the-prairles could not gee how they could farm on such
land: That dtstrict-had a fret-grade teacher at that time, pald t.ha ma‘ximum
tax, and had eight montha,of school. ' i

Xn -a:nothe? part of the county there was a wealthy distri.cl which had
on}rﬂve or ‘iz ‘months 4f school. T talked with the people, tried to:get them
titerbdtod, bnd calléd thelr attentiohito the dther districts whick malntuined
ﬁrst-elasa schools alght montha {n the year in spite of the fact thet they wera
s(tuated -on phor -Tand. That district could bave paid a taacher $3,000:8 year,
0 cotid" have tsalntained & school that would have drawn the-attention.of
the whole state of Minnesota to it, Just as the attention of the entire country
wae turned to the school conducted by Mise Dunc snd Miss Bverett: But

they did not eare zbout that. Their argument was that the school was as
good &s the one which they bad attended. Look at the farmg and the
orchards and the places which they had! If a schoolmaster came along and
nrzed a better achool, they would say, “Show us your place.” But he did oot
have sny place to show. They themselves could show tangible things which
thay had been able to get without going to achool.

I-think that this 42 one of the troubles today. There are so many men
and women In the state of Minnesota who know so little about the problems
of the public schosl, who ecare so litile, that things go on Jjust as they do.
What Is the use of talking about being a demoeratic country when one dis-
trict peys one hundred times as much as another?

There are two other things I want to talk about.

The curriculum that we have hothers us a iittle bit—I will say that
frapkly—and now, with the economic depression upon us, it bothers us more.
Wa are advised to throw away all frills and keep to the three R’s. If the
three R’z were g0 very important, it would be all right, but T have come to
tha conclusion that they can he over-estimated. Of course, averyhody dhould
know how to read; that {s essentfal If fz nice, too, 1 they Enow how to
write somewhat. '

Peapla do not nead t¢ wrile ao very much these days. The telephone Is
80 handy, you never write to your neighbor. And when you write to friends,
you spend most of the time apologizing for not having written bsfore. So.
reallty, what we send bael and forth is not of much slgnificence.

Much of what we read is not very important. When I look at the
things on the news stands In drug stores, I ask frequently: “Do you sell
very much of this? The answer ig always, “Yes” Then I look for a
magazine that shouid be on the wtend, but learn that thers i no demand
for it; it 43 not thera. Then I wonder whether it is neceseary for the citi-
zene of Minnesota to be able to read, :

Arithmetic dees not aeem nocesaary at all. Thay do not nse It in banks,
They do not use it in stores. Recently 1 was in a grocery store and hought
obe pound of Primaost and a pound of chease. There were two ltems., What
do you suppose that nice looking little girl who waited on me did? Instead
of adding it in her head, as she should have done, she stapped over to g it-
tle machine, pressed down two or three Xeys, worked a lever, end in a mo-
ment brought me & little giip showlng the cost of those two articles. Nobody
needs arlthmetic any more.

The thres R's did not save vs from this economic depression—but keep
them and throw away the frillg!

Almopst everybody needs a little music these daye. One should at least
he able to whistle 1o keep up his courage. And it would not be sp bad to be
ghle to sing 2 litila bit if one singa the right aongs. Everybody should know
a little about art. We shall not be able to huy many pletures and paintings,
but little homes should be cozy inside, and somebody should Xnow how to
ingke them cozy, livable, atiractive, and ought to learn it somewhers. Yet
people in Minnesota ssy we must throw away thete things and kesp the
fundamentals.

I read an article 4 fow wepks ago entltled, “What Skall We Do With Qur
Neli?” 1t seoms she wag not very bright. Still she was bright emough so
thai she 43 not need to go to a school for fesble-minded, When we talk ahout
brightness in school we mean brighinesa in arithmetic, algebra, zeometry.
Nell was not bright in those ways, 50 they safd: *What shall wa do with our
Nell?” Nell never will be valedictorlan or salutatorian; she may not ha able
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e to graduate the way the aschool is doing thinga, but she Is A fine girt and
make.a lovely wife.

i What does she noed a5 B wite? She nesds charm. Can the sehool Bixg

l her that? When she goes to schoul, does she come home mora charming

i

;

plinary or 'pad boys' school” to mix with other cutcasts. Deny him gimple
fuzuries and plessures that others enjoy, while fixing a stigma upon him
thit makes hix fellows shun him. Let him feel that he hasm't a friend in
i dhe world-—at school or at home—that every man's kand Is sgainst him,
snd that he has done nothing to really deserve such treatment. Then offer
Him the companionship of kindred spirits in illegal pursuits of pleagure or
adventore., Let him he caught and detained with hardened criminals. Let
hitn regard the representstives of the law as enemies who are persecuting
htm aud s fellowmen as daspizing him. And fMnzly deny him & legitimate
meant of sarning the luxuries that all men crave, or even the bare neces-
* plties of existence. The result is a gangster and a criminal. The natural
- Tasult—a sure formula even with normsal children.” '
I think of what I did mysel when I taught country school. I think of
what I gaw done when 1 was county superintepdent. I think of what is done
niow in many places In Minnesota with the methods that we are using when
we make it possible for those who have an academic type of mind to sune-
ceed, to come back day sfter day and get the praises of the teacher, and to
#o home st the end of every aix weeks’ period with fine marks.
- Axnd then I think of what we do to those who do not have acadeiic
minds but the kind of mind which Nell had. They fai) in schoot; the teacher
never compliments them on their success; they go home with poor marks
'~ én thelr report cards at the end of the first six wesks, at the end of the
sacond aix weeks; and so on all the way through.
" All of us want to bnild up within ourselves confldence that we are to be
counted, that we amount to something in epite of our failures, that people
idmire us for somethling that we do, that they look to. us {er accomplish-
mtent along some line. Arrange things so that these children can pot ic
témpleh anything along any line, be sarcastic, put them through eight yeers
of ‘that, and they will drop out as scom as thelr sixteanth birthday arrives.
1 sea that done today. Much of it is being done. It worries me and ft
worries us all,
" We find & peculiar rift in our school methods today. We are a divided
.- ¢amp. One says: “Study the children. Find out what their talents are. Fix
-80 every child can do something and do it well, whether whittling or play-
jnz ball. Give him 2 chance to siccead, Let the children look up to him as
leador in that particular field, and he bogina to grow in eelf-confidence.”
.That gioup calls itself tha progressive group in education today.
Another group believes In a fixed course of study. Terch that thing. If
the vuplis cannot master it, they have no braing and it is top bad. But it is
fine {or those whe can master it.
Those two vlews wo have in Minnesota. It is a vory peculiar situation.
"We have a system of examinstions in Minnesota which iz both a bless-
fug and & curse, to my notion. We have had it ag far back as I cen re-
hamber. Every spring examinations are fixed up by very fine men and
omen, and are gent out to the schoole.
" During the last few years we have hit upon a new type of examination.
Someone szid, ¥If you will ask many long questiona to which there can be
M ADsWers, You Can check theose answers 'right’ or ‘wrong’ easily.” That :
3'the “new” type of examination. It happent {0 be the oldest. !
" I happened to be in Madison at a time when they were having state ax-
minations, and 1 said: “May I see those gueations?” They sald, “Surely;”
4 banded me a big folder with several pages of questions, which I locked
er; My land! I couldn’t have passed that examination if you had threat-

than when she went awey in the morning? Can she learn to adapt beraelf
to people Bo that when she sees Prince Charming and looks at him the deé:
ond time he comes right along? She must have pbility to select the Tight
man and to make him a nice home. When she comes to the door, will the
g guest fge)l welcome at once? Can she ¢0oR a nice dimpmer?! Wher you st
. at her table, do you get wonderfully sfimulated and cheered?  Homes like
i that we need.

When I thick of some of the girls that I have seen as valedictorians and
salutatorlans in schools, who could not make a good wite for anybody, I
should net want to be invited to dinper ‘n the homes over which they may
i preglde. A
I In one town I saw a girl carrying a big load of heavy books. Her parenty °
i were very anxjous that she should he valedictorian or salutatorian. That is
4 2 great ambitivn when people have it. She never got to be either. She died
;5 before she got that far. She was not getting the right kind of training to
s fit her for living anywhere, ’

How much algebra and geometry would you ladies say a zirl would need -
in order th be a good housewife, nelghbor, and member of church orgamisa-
tions like the Ladies” Afd, the League of Women Voters, and other organiza-
tione? :
And you ten, if you were going to advise a young manh looking for s
beipmate for Uis, would you ndvise kim ta gelact the ghl who had at least
ninety-five in algebra or geometry? :

‘Wa want to have achools that fit the boys and girls for living. We talk
about that very eloquently in our educatlonal conventions, When I gee man
and women Hving the kind of lives which many of them do, I get g liitle
worried about our schools. We can argue with people today and thay say:
“Keep ont the frills and keep the other things” If we are goilng to keep -
ouly “the other things,” we might as weil throw out most of the youngstors
from gchool, the way it looks to me.

Shall 1 say something about our methods? I will read to you something -
which T have had mimeographed for my classes. It is a formula for produc-
ing gangsters. It just makes me worry. I think you will be interested in -
hearing it.

“Given a child who {s handicapped maentally, physically, educationany,
or socfally. Neglect to provide proper adjustment and remedial treatment.
Asglgn him tasks that are beyond his ability to accomplish. Reward his beat
afforts with failure and retardatfon in school, with scolding, reproaches, snd
ridiculs by teachers and parents, and with the taunts of his associates. -
Compare him unfavorably with younzer and brighter or less handicapped
children to his shame and humiilation. When he tries to escape hy running
awey, sond a truant officer to his home to threaten his parents with court -
action unless they teach him a lessoh, When foreed to attend school, eeil -
him a ‘bad boy' befors the clags and treat bim like a ‘baby’ (remembering.
that he is elder than the otber children). When he rebels by showing anger
or tajkitg back, aend him to the prineipal who may deprive him of participa-
tion in school activities, the only achool work in which he can win the re-
spact of his fellows. For Tepeated oflenses, sullenness, or truancy, transfer .
him to ancther school or reguire a whipping blank, or send him to a discl
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enod ty shoot me. I was dumbfovnded. Here were the zames of peapls I
had never heard of. These questions were asked of children in high schools.
L, an old man, who bhad lived in the United States all thege yesrs, 41d not
know thera wora any such people. I could have sald, as did an old gontle-
men in our town who hed retired: “Strange how much I have forgotien of
whbat I learned when I went to school. Eut {here is one date in history that
I nover forget, and that I8 the year 365, I remaember the date, but I cannot
remembar what happened then” The trouble with me was that I didn't
evel recoghize the dates that were asked {n some of the questions, )

- It does not seem right to give examinations of that sort, but some of tha

. children learn a surprising number of facts. Jf you or I were teaching, I

know what we would do. We would gst the guestions in Soptember and
drill the children on thoge quaestlons and aRswers. We would have the chij-
dren memorlze and memorice, and when gpring came they would pass the
sxamination, That would ba well. How long would they remember it? Until
they passed the éxsmination. The Lord hag fixed it o that we forget the
things we do not need. .
Supposs you shouid come. along and ask those children, "What are your

convictlons about ware? Aré¢ they worth whila? What results coms from

wara? Do we go up or down when we have wars? What is your conviction
about auch things? Maybe they could answer them. Maybe not. The thing
we are cohcerned about fs ihat the children ghouid get some understending
from what they read. They cughti to get some wisdom from what we teach.
Ars our present methods goihg 1o leave time enough for the teacher to de-

. valop such understanding?

Many paoble have a wohderful understanding of His without having goune
through some of the subjecta that we have in our school. When I was coun-
ty superiotendent I usad to siop at farm homes to feed my horse apd for
another reason; I was hupgry mywmelf, Often I wag surpriked =t the under-
standing which some of these fina tarmers' wives had; gurprised, because
they bad not gone to school as much as I had, 1 had come out of tha-um-
varail:y and had an atcademie type of mind.

I wonder {f wa are wise anough to give our children and young Daome
the nnderstanding they should have? L. P. Jacks, In his bock “Eduveation of
the Whole Man,” speaks of the “disgulaed tmperatives.” and states that
every time a <¢hild reads a book, every time he lisiens to a lecture, he will
find commands hidden back of declanrative sentences provided he Knows how
to look for them. “Don’t be this kind of & man. Dgn’t do things that way,”
Our young people today drive on our highways. They try this and they try
thet. Why do they? Becanse thers have been no disguised Imperatives that
became imperatives to them. They feel that they must go out and try many
things for themselves. Tow are we to help our young people find the dis-
gulsed imperatives so that thelr lives mey be lived .as we in Minnesota
should lika to have tham lHved?

You have been very patlent and very kind. 1 thank you.

Mr. Swendsen: We want to thank you, Dr. Boraas, for your very inter-
esting gpeech. It was full of practical suggestions pmd I thiok it was found-

"ol on common sense. - You gave us somethlog to think about. Thank you

very much,

Wa have with us today Mr Nilaon, who ds director of the work for
handicapped children in the public schools, also assistant director in the
department of re-aducation of the State Board of Education, We ars plaksed
{0 have Mr. Nilson with us. He will now speak on “Speciai Ednecational
Facilities for Handleappad Children.”
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BPECIAL EDUCATIONAL FAGILITIES FOR HANDICAPPED GHILOREN

IN MINNESOTA

‘Kanneth Nlison

Awsigtant Directar of Re-education and Director of Special Classes,
8tate Department of Edueation :

Mr. Chalrman, Friends: Several times I have vevised my plans of pre-
senting vertain facts to vou thiz morning, and the lagt time 1 revised them
was within the last fiffeen minutes.

The work which I represent has two Dhases; the one ia voeational re-
habilitatlon of the sdult disabled, and the othar is special work for the
handicapped in the public schuols of the stale. Both have a point of com:
mon Ieterest with the work represe¢ktod by members of this mudience. The
two are very clogsely relabed ths one i comernaa with adults, the other,
with children.

Specinl classes in the public schools of Minnesota are so ca.lleﬂ becaues
they attempt to give an opportunity for apecial trsming to children who are
handicapped mentelly or physically.

There are five types which the atate of Mlnnesota aida in ths publiz
schools, They ave the physically handieapped, the deat and the partiaily

" deaf, the blind and the partially blind, the crippled, the mentally aubnurmal

and, finally, the speech defectives.

This work was baegun in 1916, Acts were passed by the legislature at
that time which indicated that four types—the deaf, the blind, the mentally
subnarmal, and spsech defecilves—could Be organized speclally in the public
schools 8o 42 to recelve state ald for the inatruction given, In 1921 the legis-

- iature paesed an act providing c¢ertain instruction for cripplesl children in

public sehocls provided deflnite classes were organized in their behalf.

. Thare are less than 300 such spécial class teachers in the state: Teach-
ers for the deaf, the blind, the crippled, speech defectives, and msntal de-
fectives. There were 293 of them in the year 1931-32, of which Minneapolis .
public schools had 102, St. Panl had 5% Duluth had 29, and other publie
schools fn towns and smaller citles had 119 teachers,

. In the discussion which follows, perticular mention of the ¢ity schools is
made’ as against these out in the atate. That may not be fair from some
standpotnts, but thers is & Durpose In showing it. It is well to show that
the well organjzed achool systems take more frequent advantage of such
opporiunlties. ‘Whether desirable or not, the fact remsins that they do so.
It will be obsorved that the temehers of special classes in schot] systems
gther than St. Paul, Minneapolis and Tuluth, number 116 olit of approxi- .
mataly 300 puch teachers, or sHghtly more than a third.

Tha pupil enrollment in the thras cities and out in the state iz approxi-
mately as follows: Of the 7,200 puplls of all the types of puplls throughont
the state, 3,400 or more are in Minnespelis; 1,300 or more, in St. Paul; more
thar 600 in Dulath; and sbout 2,600 in other cities and villages. The num-
ber 2,600 reprosents about 30 per cent of the entire snrollment.

. It might be interesting to learn the counties which are represented in
ihis program. Thers are 33 of them, as follows: Beltrami, Blue Barth,
Brown, Chippewa, Clay, Crow Wing, Dakota, Douglas, Freeborn, Goodbue,
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